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In victory lane, Jeff Gordon, Ricky Taylor, Max Angelelli and Jordan Taylor
flash their shiny new Rolex watches.

Photo by Joe Jennings
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By Joe Jennings

When NASCAR champion Jeff Gordon retired from NA-
SCAR's premier series, he left the door open for occa-
sional racing elsewhere and when Wayne Taylor came
calling, he quickly accepted the latter's offer to co-drive
his new prototype sports car in the 55th running of the
Rolex 24 at Daytona.

"It is a dream of mine to drive a car like this.  It is fun for
me and I treat this as if I am a rookie," Gordon said dur-
ing a press conference prior to the race.  The car was
called the Konica Minolta Cadillac DPi-V.R, marking Ca-
dillac's return to the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Se-
ries after a several year hiatus.

Gordon raced previously with the Taylor team at Daytona
in 2007, and they finished on the podium, so he knew
what he was getting into.  Regardless, he trained hard,
particularly after initial tests of the car took its toll on his
body.

Co-driving with Gordon was veteran racer Max Angelelli
along with Wayne Taylor's two sons, Ricky and Jordan.

Not only did they have to do battle with 54 other teams,
they had to endure cold and damp weather, as it rained
in various degrees during slightly more than half of the
race.  During the night Gordon did drive one stint in the
rain.

The veteran cast excelled from the outset, but they had
to come from behind in the final minutes to gain the vic-
tory.  Ricky Taylor pulled off the winning pass when he
bumped Filipe Albuquerque out of the lead as the check-
ered flag neared.

In winning, Gordon became fourth driver to win the Rolex
24 and the Daytona 500, sharing the achievement with
the legendary drivers A. J. Foyt and Mario Andretti along
with Jamie McMurray.

"I am so proud to be part of this team," Gordon said.  "I
have always dreamed of driving an amazing car that can
handle like this.  This is very surreal to me, and to have
this on my resume is so special, but more than anything
this was about building this bond and friendship that I
didn't expect to have.  Winning this race is so special to
me."

And Gordon's adoring fans loved the outcome almost as
much as he did.

Asked repeatedly in the post-race interviews about his
future racing plans, the NASCAR champion made no
commitments.

Jeff Gordon and Ricky and Jordan Taylor signing
autographs before the race.

In victory lane, Max Angelelli, Jeff Gordon, Ricky and Jordan
Taylor flash their national colors.

In a  colorful roll-out of the new Prototype cars, the
Wayne Taylor Racing Cadillac is shown with three
American flags and one Italian flag flying proudly.
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By Patrick Reynolds for www.speedwayreport.com
Daytona Beach, FL- "Hang on a sec. I'll be right back!"
shouted James Vance as he did a quick jog away from
me.

Already suited up in his MINI JCW fireproof uniform for
that afternoon's race at Daytona International Speedway,
he navigated his way through a crowd of people with
quick precision.

Vance's car was staged in the garage area with the rest
of the Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge field. Crew
members were moving equipment onto pit road while
fans milled about in search of driver autographs and their
perfect selfie angle.

Vance danced in between the sea of wandering feet with
his target in sight. He quickly ran up, squatted, and then
embraced a little girl. The pair happily hugged each other
in a reunion-style squeeze. The young lady's family was
equally happy to see Vance.

"She's my little fan," said Vance.

His young friend is nine-year-old Grace Beck. She is an
ambassador for Race Day Foundation which brings chil-
dren and their families out to various racetracks and se-
ries. The Foundation operates in a similar manner as
Make-A-Wish except that Race Day does exactly as the
name implies and organizes speedway events.

Grace's mother Jill said that her daughter is fortunately
healthy and is able to work as a Race Day Foundation
advocate.

Vance returned to where we were standing to speak
about the race that was less than an hour away from the
green flag. His excitement from seeing Grace carried
over in his voice to address the BMW Endurance Chal-
lenge.

"I feel very, very lucky to be paired with someone who
has a good head on his shoulders and knows what pa-
tience is in racing," said Vance in regards to his co-driver
Mike LaMarra. "He knows what to do and knows what
needs to be done for us to win a championship."

LaMarra was slated to begin the race's first stint with
Vance set to finish the race for the checkered flag.
"The amateur starts and the pro finishes," said Vance.
"For the last year-and-a half… two years, I've really been
making a push to try and steer myself from amateur to
pro driver.  In the last year-and-a-half, I've made that
jump by finishing races and by racing against the guys
that I've looked up to my whole career.

"When the amateur is in the car he's usually about a sec-
ond-and-a-half off of the pace of the pro. When the pro
gets in, we're able to race against the other guys that are
relative speed to other drivers around us. It's about man-
aging the other drivers around you with the tools that you
have available to you," Vance said. "We're all race car

drivers and we want to go
as fast as we can all of the
time."

Vance humbly compliment-
ed LaMarra as having "no
ego. He's easy going. He
knows what's best for the
team. He knows what needs
to be done. A guy like that
makes my life really easy.
He's trying to do what's best
for us, and what's best for
us is to get the car to the
end of his stint with four cor-
ners on it and me to get in
and be able to do my job by
finishing strong."

Vance and LaMarra quali-
fied ninth in the Street Tuner class and finished the four-hour
BMW Endurance Challenge in 12th.

Trent Hindman and Cameron Cassels won the race sharing
driving duties in their Porsche Cayman GT4. They were thrilled
in Victory Lane and then in the media center, but the happiness
on Vance's face may still have been even a bit brighter than the
winners when he finished his hug with Grace.

"A smile on the child's face is what it is all about," said Jill Beck
about Race Day Foundation. "Then I know I've done my job."
Race Day Foundation works hard to put smiles on the faces of
children and their families at race tracks. Amateur and profes-
sional drivers team up in the Continental Tire SportsCar Series
and look to share smiles with their pit crew in Winner's Circle.

James Vance worked hard with a goal to raise a trophy at the
end of the BMW Challenge but fell short. From the genuine
feeling that was shared between he and Grace earlier in the
afternoon, I don't know if the race win would have made his
face beam any bright than his "little fan" did.

Patrick Reynolds is a former professional NASCAR mechanic
who hosts Speedway Report Mondays 7:30 pm ET/ 4:30 pm

PT on http://speedwayreport.com/ . Follow on Twitter @Speed-
wayPat.

http://speedwayreport.com/
www.speedwayreport.com
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Photos by Phil Kaiser and provided by Bill Marvel

Phil Kaiser sends these pictures of the Indiana Racing Memorial Association’s ceremony
at Marian University in Indianapolis on Dec. 14, 2016

Actors portrayed the founders of
the Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way (L to R): Arthur Newby,
Frank Wheeler, Carl Fisher,

James Allison
◄

(Master of Ceremonies,
Howdy Bell

►

IRMA board member Sherrie
Tucker reads the city and state
proclamations with Howdy Bell

observing
◄

Speaker and IMS historian Don-
ald Davidson  >>

►

Unveiling the IRMA plaque: (
L to R): Daniel Elsener,

Marian University President;
Mark Eutsler, IRMA co-founder;
Brian Hasler, IRMA co-founder;

Doug Boles, IMS President
◄

Close-up of the IRMA plaque
with wordsmith Bob Gates

looking on
►

Bill Shaw, son of three-time winner Wilbur Shaw, is
flanked by TNG reader Rick Sarver of Schamburg, IL

to his right and Jon Noggle
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Submitted by Judy Stropus

Chip Ganassi, a former race-car driver who is now one of
the most successful and innovative race team owners in
the world, was honored by the Road Racing Drivers Club
with the 2017 Phil Hill Award. RRDC president Bobby Ra-
hal made the presentation at the annual RRDC members'
dinner on Jan. 25 prior to the running of the Rolex 24 At
Daytona, the season opener of the 2017 IMSA Weath-
erTech SportsCar Championship.

The Phil Hill Award has been presented annually since
1993 to the person who the RRDC feels has rendered
outstanding service to road racing. The recipient may be
a driver, entrant or outstanding member of a sanctioning
body.

It is named in honor of America’s first Formula 1 World
Champion (in 1961), and is not only a tribute to his mas-
terful accomplishments on the race track, it also recogniz-
es his contributions as a great ambassador for the sport.
Hill passed away in 2008.

Chip Ganassi has been a fixture in the auto racing indus-
try for more than 30 years. Today his teams include two
cars in the Monster Energy NASCAR Cup Series, two
cars in the NASCAR XFINITY Series, four cars in the Ver-
izon IndyCar Series, two cars in the IMSA WeatherTech
SportsCar Championship and two cars in the FIA World
Endurance Championship. In 2012, he was was named
by Complex Magazine as one of the “50 most influential
people in the Auto Industry."

Overall, his teams have won 18 championships and over
180 races, highlighted most recently by an historic win in
their first trip to the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 2016. As a
result, Ganassi is the only owner in history to win the Indi-
anapolis 500, Daytona 500, Brickyard 400, Rolex 24 At
Daytona, 12 Hours of Sebring and 24 Hours of Le Mans.

In 2010, Ganassi’s teams turned in an historic season by
setting an organization record with 19 wins across the
three touring series in which they competed, including
victories in the Daytona 500, the Indianapolis 500 and the
Brickyard 400, making him the only team owner in history
to win all three crown jewels of racing– and he accom-
plished it in a single season. In addition, in early 2011 his
IMSA team finished off the “Grand Slam” by also winning
the Rolex 24 At Daytona. Ganassi became the first owner
to hold all four titles at one time.

Following a strong career as a driver, Ganassi created his
own one-car Indy car team in 1990. Through the years,
his open-wheel teams have amassed 11 championships
and over 100 wins -- including five in the Indianapolis
500. His NASCAR teams have over 20 wins, including
one in the Daytona 500, one in the Brickyard 400 and five
trips to NASCAR’s Chase rounds. He manages his teams
from state-of-the-art race shop facilities in Indianapolis,
Ind., and Concord, N.C., with a corporate office in Pitts-
burgh, Pa.

The Duquesne University graduate was formerly part
owner of his hometown Pittsburgh Pirates and is a strong

supporter of St.
Jude Children's
Research Hospi-
tal, to which his
teams have do-
nated over half a
million dollars.

“Phil Hill repre-
sented everything
that was great
about the Ameri-
can spirit interna-
tionally,” said
Rahal. “He was the first U.S. Formula 1 champion and multi-
time winner of Le Mans. He was a gentleman in the finest
sense of the word.

"He was very much a class guy, and he let his driving speak
for him. He wasn't a braggart. He just did his thing and he won
a lot of races, including Le Mans in the '50s and '60s. He drove
for Chaparral, and pretty much did it all.

"We think the Phil Hill Award represents something that's very
special in motorsport. And Chip Ganassi clearly lives up to that
example. He is indeed a worthy recipient of the Phil Hill
Award."

"I want to thank everybody at the RRDC here tonight for giving
me this Phil Hill Award," said Ganassi. "The list of past winners
includes a number of my friends and mentors, people like Dan-
ny Sullivan, Bill France Jr., Roger Penske, Rick Mears, Hurley
Haywood, Scott Pruett and MIke Hull. Oh, wait, Mike Hull ddn't
get this award, did he? He certainly deserves it," said Ganassi,
jokingly, about his longtime friend and Chip Ganassi Racing's
Managing Director.

"Winning an award that has Phil Hill's name on it is certainly
something that you have to be proud of. Anybody who has
been around racing for any length of time and understands the
history of the sport would certainly have Phil Hill on their list of
heroes. Yes, this is truly an honor, I can tell you.

"As a lot of you know, I'm filled with a passion for motorsports
and, most importantly, for road racing and for the cars them-
selves. Although I couldn't be more honored to get this award
tonight, I will also congratulate the RRDC for the tireless work
of so many people who help maintain the history of road rac-
ing. It's great to be here to kick off the racing season."

Past RRDC Phil Hill Award Winners include:
1993 John Bishop  1994 Juan Manuel Fangio II
1995 Leo Mehl  1996 Charlie Slater
1997 Danny Sullivan 1998 Rob Dyson
1999 Bob Fergus  2000 Elliott Forbes Robinson
2001 Bill France  2002 Jim Downing
?2003 Derek Bell  2004 Brian Redman
?2005 Jim France  2006 Roger Werner
2007 Skip Barber  2008 Roger Penske
?2009 Bob Bondurant 2010 Nick Craw
2011 Rick Mears  2012 George Follmer
?2013 Peter Brock  2014 Hurley Haywood
2015 Vic Elford  2016 Scott Pruett
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Your AARWBA Leadership Team

Speed Energy Stadium Super Trucks Return to
2017 Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach

The Grand Prix Association of Long Beach recently announced
that the SPEED Energy Stadium SUPER Trucks series has
signed a multi-year agreement to return and race at the Toyota
Grand Prix of Long Beach starting in 2017.

Popular with Grand Prix fans, the Stadium SUPER Trucks se-
ries, founded by racing legend Robby Gordon, features high-
horsepower trucks that not only race around the world-famous
1.97-mile, 11-turn Grand Prix racetrack but also jump high in the
air utilizing a series of temporary ramps placed throughout the
circuit. Long Beach is the third of 10 racing events on the 2017
SUPER Trucks schedule.

“It’s great to come back to Long Beach for our fifth year,” said
Gordon. “It’s pretty cool that we’ve been able to build a good
following there and wow the fans. We’re really proud to be back
because, in my mind, the Grand Prix of Long Beach is the big-
gest street race in North America.”

“I know our fans are delighted to once again have the SPEED
Energy Stadium SUPER Trucks at Long Beach this year,” said
Jim Michaelian, president and CEO of the Grand Prix Associa-
tion of Long Beach. “They have proved to be an amazing attrac-
tion and a highlight of the weekend racing action.”

The SPEED Energy Stadium SUPER Trucks will run practice
and qualifying on Friday with races on Saturday and Sunday
afternoons.

Featuring a wide variety of on- and off-track activities for the en-
tire family, the Grand Prix will be headlined by the IndyCar Se-
ries, as well as the BUBBA burger Sports Car Grand Prix,
featuring the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship and
its all-new prototype cars. In addition to the Stadium SUPER
Trucks, the weekend will include the Motegi Racing Super Drift
Challenge under the lights on Friday and Saturday nights and
the powerful sports cars of the Pirelli World Challenge.

Ticket prices for the three-day event range from $32 for a Friday
General Admission ticket to $142 for a three-day ticket that in-
cludes Saturday and Sunday reserved seating in grandstand
upper levels.  Pre-paid parking packages are also available,
along with handicapped seating, Verizon IndyCar Series Pad-
dock access passes, Super Photo tickets and an array of VIP
Club packages.

Fans can also follow the Toyota Grand Prix of Long Beach on
Facebook at GrandPrixLB, Twitter @ToyotaGPLB, Instagram at
ToyotaGPLB and Snapchat at ToyotaGPLB.

www.aarwba.org)


American Auto Racing Writers & Broadcasters Association, Inc. (www.aarwba.org)
“Dedicated To Increasing Media Coverage Of Motor Sports”

A
ll 

C
on

te
nt

s 
©

 T
he

 A
m

er
ic

an
 A

ut
o 

R
ac

in
g 

W
rit

er
s 

&
 B

ro
ad

ca
st

er
s 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

92
2 

N
or

th
 P

as
s 

A
ve

nu
e 

B
ur

ba
nk

, C
A

 9
15

05
-2

70
3 

 (8
18

) 8
42

-7
00

5

7

MONSTER
ENERGY IMSA NHRA

FORMULA NASCAR VERIZON WEATHERTECH MELLO
Date ONE CUP INDYCAR SPORTSCAR YELLO
Jan 1
Jan 8
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 29 Daytona
Feb 5
Feb 12 Pomona
Feb 19 Daytona *
Feb 26 Daytona Phoenix
Mar 5 Atlanta
Mar 12 Las Vegas St. Petersburg
Mar 19 Phoenix Sebring * Gainesville
Mar 26 Australia Fontana
Apr 2 Martinsville Las Vegas
Apr 9 China Texas Long Beach Long Beach *
Apr 16 Bahrain
Apr 23 Bristol Birmingham Houston
Apr 30 Russia Richmond Phoenix* Charlotte
May 7 Talladega Austin * Atlanta
May 14 Spain Kansas * Indianapolis *
May 21 Charlotte * Topeka
May 28 Monaco Charlotte Indianapolis
June 4 Dover Detroit x2 Detroit * Epping
June 11 Canada Pocono Texas * Englishtown
June 18 Michigan Bristol
June 25 Azerbaijan Sonoma Elkhart Lake Norwalk
July 2 Daytona* Watkins Glen
July 9 Austria Kentucky* Iowa Mosport Chicago
July 16 Great Britain Loudon Toronto
July 23 Indianapolis Lime Rock* Denver
July 30 Hungary Pocono Mid-Ohio Sonoma
Aug 6 Watkins Glen Elkhart Lake Seattle
Aug 13 Michigan
Aug 20 Bristol * Pocono Brainerd
Aug 27 Belgium St. Louis * VIR
Sep 3 Italy Darlington The Glen Indianapolis +
Sep 10 Richmond *
Sep 17 Singapore Chicago Sonoma Charlotte
Sep 24 Loudon Laguna Seca Reading
Oct 1 Malaysia Dover St. Louis
Oct 8 Japan Charlotte * Road Atlanta *
Oct 15 Kansas Dallas
Oct 22 United States Talladega
Oct 29 Mexico Martinsville Las Vegas
Nov 5 Texas
Nov 12 Brazil Phoenix Pomona
Nov 19 Homestead
Nov 26 Abu Dhabi
Dec 3
Dec 10
Dec 17
Dec 24

*  Saturday Race ** Friday Race + Monday Race

2017 Racing Schedules - Prepared by Steve Mayer
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